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showed that conviction was not possible. The
radical legislative reaction was thus checked at
its highest point and the presidency as a part of
the American governmental system was no longer
in danger. The seven Republicans had, however,
signed their own political death warrants; they
were never forgiven by the party leaders.

The presidential campaign was beginning to
take shape even before the impeachment trial
began. Both the Democrats and the reorganized
Republicans were turning with longing toward
General Grant as a candidate. Though he had
always been a Democrat, nevertheless when John-
son actually called him a liar and a promise
breaker Grant went over to the radicals and was
nominated for President on May 20, 1868, by
the National Union Republican party. Schuy-
ler Colfax was the candidate for Vice President.
The Democrats, who could have won with Grant
and who under good leadership still had a bare
chance to win, nominated Horatio Seymour of
New York and Francis P. Blair of Missouri. The
former had served as war governor of New York,
while the latter was considered an extreme Dem-
ocrai who believed that the radical reconstruc-
tion of the South should be stopped, the troops